Ischemia of the femoral head in Perthes' disease: is the cause intra- or extravascular?
We examined selected parameters of the clotting and fibrinolytic system of 26 boys with aseptic necrosis of the femoral head and then evaluated the pressure of the fluid in the cavity of the hip joint with the help of ultrasonic examination. No disturbances were discovered in the coagulation system and ultrasonography ruled out the possibility that extravascular pressure had caused the necrosis. We confirmed a significantly greater level of alpha 1-antitrypsin in comparison with the control group, which may indicate a decrease in fibrinolytic activity and confirm the hypothesis that there is an intravascular pre-disposition towards the appearance of clots in the vascular system of the femoral head in patients with Perthes' disease.